
ITALY

FLORENCE
 PISA - LIVORNO

Livorno belongs to the region 
of Tuscany, which incor-

porates the west coast area of 
central Italy and includes the historic and culturally 
significant towns of Florence and Pisa. The Tuscan 
climate is typically Mediterranean, the topography a 
combination of fertile valleys and sloping green hills 
on which Cypress trees thrive. The beauty of the 
countryside is featured in many paintings created by 
some of the most famous renaissance artists who 
flocked to Florence during this period. 

The people of Tuscany are noted for their charm, 
generosity and taste for good living. They take great 
pride in their art and architectural treasures. Livorno 
developed as a trading port during the 15th century 
and reflected the decline of Pisa as a result of the 
silting up of the River Arno. Today trade includes; 
timber, marble, alabaster and automobiles, as well 
as various craft items, most of which is derived from 
Florence. 

Pisa is situated a little inland, approximately 16 miles 
from Livorno, on the banks of the River Arno. It was 
once a republic and city of commercial importance, 
and bears witness to this period with it’s majestic 
buildings and art works, the most famous being the 
Leaning Tower. Florence, also found on the River 
Arno some 73 miles from Livorno, dates from 800 
BC when a settlement was first established at a ford-
ing point on the river. Florence is a beautiful city, 
small and compact with narrow streets and large 
open squares. It is the 6th largest city in Italy, with 
a population of 500,000. The old quarter, with it’s 
renaissance architecture, paintings and sculptures, 
could almost be described as a living museum.

HISTORY
Florence and Pisa developed as Roman military trading towns. With 
the decline of the Roman Empire there endured a period of chaos, dur-
ing which various peoples vied for control, including; the Byzantines, 
Goths and Lombards. It wasn’t until the 8th century, with the introduc-
tion of Feudalism, that any kind of structured organization existed at 
all. 
While Pisa had been a republic since the post-Roman period and had 
continued to flourish as a commercial and seafaring town, Florence 
didn’t become self-governing until 1138. Shortly thereafter, Pisa fell un-
der the control of Florence. It was in the 13th century that the balance 
of power was transferred from the wealthy to the merchant population, 
and this brought about a period of economic growth, with Florence 
emerging as an important European center of finance and commerce. 
Florence suffered greatly in 1347 and 1348 when at least half of its 
population were lost to the ‘Black Death’ or Plague. In 1422 Giovanni 
Bicci Medici was elected Chief of the Republic of Florence and the 
control of the community returned to the wealthy. Prosperity continued 
and the Medici family remained in power for over 300 years, devoting 
much of their wealth to art and science. Following the Romanesque 
and gothic styles of the medieval period, the reign of the Medicis co-
incided with the start of the Renaissance period and artists such as 
Michelangelo, Leonardo Da Vinci and Raphael all found inspiration in 
Florence and contributed to the city’s works of art and architecture. 
Florence was incorporated into Italy in 1860 and was recognized as 
the country’s capital during the period from 1865, until Rome was cho-
sen in 1870. During World War II Florence suffered some damage as 
the retreating Germans blew up the City’s bridges, all except the Ponte 
Vecchio.
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FLORENCE PLACES OF INTEREST

1 Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore (Duomo) is the 
second largest cathedral in the world, capable of holding 

3,000 people, it also boasts a cupola larger than that of; the 
Pantheon, St. Peter’s in Rome and St. Paul’s in London. Be-
gun in 1296, built in gothic style, it took 140 years to complete. 
Climb the 463 steps to the Cupola Gallery for a panoramic 
view of the City.

2 Bell Tower, a free-standing tower adjacent to the Cathe-
dral, stands 292 feet high and dates from the 14th cen-

tury. The Tower is reputed to be one of the most beautiful in 
the world, decorated in colored marble. 414 steps take you to 
the top, for a fine view of the City. 

3 Baptistry, an octagonal structure built in the 11th cen-
tury, in Romanesque style, contains many mosaics dat-

ing from the 13th and 14th centuries. It is famous for its three 
bronze gates on the east-side, designed by Ghiberti and 
referred to by Michelangelo as the ‘Gates of Paradise’, (the 
originals are now housed in the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo 
close-by).

4 Museo dell’Opera del Duomo contains some superb 
sculptures, including Michelangelo’s unfinished Pieta, in-

tended for his tomb.

5 Piazza della Signoria is the City’s largest square and 
represents the historical and commercial center. The 

Neptune Fountain can be found here, and the side-walk cafes 
attract Florentines and tourists alike.

6 Palazzo della Signoria (Palazzo Vecchio) dominates 
the Piazza, with a copy of Michelangelo’s statue of David 

adorning the stairway, (the original is now in the Accademia 
Museum). Completed in 1314, the Palace later became the 
seat of the City’s Government and is today the City Hall, con-
taining many frescoes and significant works of art. Loggia 
della Signoria also in the Piazza of the same name, houses 
the bronze statuary; ‘Perseus’ by Cellini and the ‘Rape of the 
Sabines’ by Giambologna.

7 Uffizi Gallery, located just off Piazza della Signoria, once 
the administrative offices of the Medici rule, now contains 

Italy’s most important art collection, including gothic and re-
naissance works by such famous masters as; Giotto, Botti-
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celli, Leonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael and Rubens.

8 Accademia Gallery can be found on Via Ricasoli and con-
tains some of Michelangelo’s most important sculptures, in-

cluding the ‘Statue of David’.

9 Pitti Palace was once the Grand Ducal and Medici resi-
dence and the Royal Palace of united Italy from 1865 – 

1870, when Florence enjoyed brief recognition as the country’s 
capital city. It now comprises a number of museums including; 
Museo degli Argenti which exhibits the Medici family’s collec-
tion of gold, silver, jewels and cameos, Gallery of Modern Art, 
and the Palatine Gallery which contains a collection of priceless 
paintings. Boboli Gardens, also located at the Pitti Palace, it 
features 10 acres of ornate Italian gardens.

10 Church of San Lorenzo, just off Piazza San Lorenzo, 
is of renaissance design and contains two sacristies, an 

early one designed by Brunelleschi and a newer one, the interior 
of which was decorated by Michelangelo and includes several of 
his sculptures. Medici Chapels, situated just behind the Church 
of San Lorenzo, contain the tombs of almost the entire Medici 
family. 

11 Santa Croce, located on Piazza Santa Croce, was begun 
in 1294 and built in gothic style. It now contains the tombs 

of some of Italy’s greatest citizens including; Michelangelo, Gali-
leo, Ghiberti and Machiavelli. The adjacent museum contains 
various frescoes and statues taken from the church.

12 Bargello Palace  This austere looking fortress was once 
the seat of Magistrates and later became a prison. It 

now contains the National Museum and is considered on a par 
with the Uffizi Museum, exhibiting many fine Italian renaissance 
sculptures by such masters as; Michelangelo, Verrocchio and 
Donatello.

13 Ponte Vecchio is the oldest 
bridge remaining in Florence, 

lined with goldsmiths’ shops, it appears 
to be a normal street until reaching the 
middle where the River Arno can be 
seen flowing beneath.

PISA plACES OF INTEREST
Leaning Tower, located at Piazza del Duomo in the Compo dei 
Miracoli, was begun in 1172, however, having only completed 
three of the six stories planned, building was abandoned due 
to the fact that it was leaning. The Tower was completed in the 
mid-14th century. Standing 180 feet high, built of white marble, 

it now leans a total of 14 feet from 
the perpendicular. Cathedral, also 
located at Piazza del Duomo, was 
built in 1063 in a simple geomet-
ric design. The cavernous interior 
is supported by 68 columns and it 
contains some beautiful mosaics. 

Baptistry, next to the Tower and Cathedral, was begun in 1152, 
but not completed until 1284.

Shore Excursions

To make the most of your visit to Florence, Pisa, Livorno 
and surrounding areas we suggest you take one of the 
organized Shore Excursions. For Information concerning 
tour content and pricing, consult azamaraclubcruises.com 
or contact the onboard Shore Excursion Desk. When go-
ing ashore, guests are advised to take with them only the 
items they need and to secure any valuables. 

Local Customs

Bargaining:  Most items have fixed prices, but it may be 
possible to get a discount on a large purchase. It is normal 
to bargain at markets, except for food items.

Tipping:  Generally a 15% service charge is added to res-
taurant bills, however, as this amount doesn’t all go to the 
waiter, it is normal to offer a 5% tip to the waiter in addition 
to any service charge. For taxi drivers, a 5 – 10% tip is 
acceptable.

Local Cuisine & Drink Specialties  

Pasta is most widely associated with Italian cuisine and 
there are many different types of pasta as well as sauces 
to accompany them. Try Fazzoletti, pasta filled with ricotta 
cheese and spinach. Some Tuscan specialties include; 
Ribollita, which is a variation on Minestrone, Pappardelle 
– broad noodles, Stracotto, a beef stew with beans, and 
Bistecca alla Fiorentina, a charcoal grilled T-Bone steak 
marinated in olive oil and black pepper.

Espresso and Capuccino coffees are very popular. It is 
common in Italian cafes to take a coffee standing at the 
bar and often there is no seating. Chianti is the most fa-
mous wine of Italy, but the region of Tuscany produces a 
number of very good quality wines. Bottled water is recom-
mended.

Shopping

The Italians are renowned for their sense of dress and 
style, it is not surprising therefore, to find plenty of qual-
ity clothes stores and boutiques, particularly in Florence 
where the designer boutiques are to be found along Via 
de’Tornabuoni and Via della Vigna Nuova. Shops are 
also found on Via Calzaiuoli and Via del Corso. In Livorno 
the main shopping areas are to be found around Piazza 
Grande and Via Grande, approximately 1 mile from the 
Ship’s berth. Apart from clothing, quality leather products 
are also plentiful and considered good value for money. 
Mosaics and inlays are specialties, as are gold items which 
can be found in Florence around the Ponte Vecchio. For 
souvenirs check out the Straw Market (Mercato Nuovo), 
also in Florence, located at Via Calimala. Most stores will 
accept major credit cards. 

Value added Tax (VAT), is added to most purchases. Visi-
tors who spend over a certain amount may be entitled to 
re-claim some or all of the tax paid, however, regulations 
and conditions governing the refund of VAT are subject to 



change and RCI cannot guarantee the cooperation of local 
authorities. 

Local Currency

The unit of currency in this port is the euro. Most stores accept 
major credit cards. Most stores accept major credit cards.

Post Ofice and Telephone Facilities

The Post Office is located on Via Cairoli in Livorno. There is 
a facility for making international telephone calls at the Post 
Office. 

Most public telephones take local coins and/or telephone 
cards which can be purchased at the Post Office or Tobacco-
nists. A coin or telephone card may be required to dial these 
acces numbers:

AT&T:  800.172.444
MCI:  800.90.5825

Tourist INFORMATION

In Florence there is a tourist office located on Borgo Santa 
Croce, and another in Piazza della Signoria  

In Livorno, it is located in Piazza Cavour.

Transportation and Distances

There are a few taxis available at the pier, however, most pre-
fer to accept full-day fares to Pisa or Florence. It is important 
to negotiate a fare before departing. The train station is lo-
cated approximately 3 miles from the Ship’s berth in Livorno.  
The distance from Livorno to Pisa is approximately 16 miles. 
The distance from Livorno to Florence is approximately 73 
miles. 

The ancient and historic city of Florence is closed to most 
automobile traffic. It is suggested to wear comfortable walking 
shoes when touring Florence as the great majority of sight-
seeing must be done on foot.

Useful Words AND Phrases

Yes • Si 
No • No
Good Day • Buon Giorno
Good-bye • Arrivederci 
Thank-you • Grazie
You’re Welcome • Prego

This information has been compiled for the convenience of our guests and is intended solely for that purpose. 
While we work to ensure that the information contained herein is correct, we cannot accept responsibility for any changes that may have taken place since printing.

© RCCL 2010  -  All rights reserved.
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